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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Varoujan Der Simonian, Chair       224-1000W 

Levon Baladjanian, Vice-Chair       439-6601H 

Mary Ekmalian, Secretary      1.310.291.3550C 

Hagop Krioghlian, Treasurer          439-0865W             
Berj Apkarian                                  324-7847H 

Richard Bedoian                              264-7734H 

Ara Jierian           436-0291H 

Barbara Mortanian                           431-6902H 

Michael Sarabian           493-2900W 

 

DELEGATES 

Berj Apkarian                                   324-7847H 

Levon Baladjanian                           439-6601H 

Varoujan Der Simonian                   224-1000W 

Hagop Krioghlian           439-0865W 

Serpouhie Messerlian          298-0445H 

Bill Sahatdjian           438-4233H 

Mark Shirin           226-5318W

                                               

LADIESô GUILD 

Alice Gureghian, Chair                   440-9463 H 

   

 

MENôS SOCIETY 

Richard Bedoian, Chair                   264-7734H 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION            

Garo Poladian, Chair                      237-8230W                  

  

ADMINISTRATION 

Nazik Arisian, Secretary                 486-1141W 

nazik.arisian@holytrinityfresno.org  
 

Hagop Ohanessian, Office Assistant   

hagop.ohanessian@holytrinityfresno.org  

 

Lisa Der Simonian, Bookkeeper  
  

Diana Shirin, Volunteer Coordinator                        
 

Tomas Santoyo, Custodian             355-0816C                  

 
CHOIR       

Shoghig Papoyan Aladjian,           277-0888H 

     Director              304-0888C 

Serpouhie Messerlian, Chair          298-0445H 

 
ORGANIST  

Naira Shahsouvarian                       323-0457 

           
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sato Sanikian, Superintendent        486-0111       

Leslie Antazo, Secretary                         486-0111 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

 Jason Davis                                    433-7066 

 

 

WEDDING COORDINATOR 

Lucille Gahvejian                            431-4534H 

gahvejian@aol.com  

ʤ. ʌ˕ù̞̞ ʹˍ˗ʾß̠  ̀ʗʶˊʶ˒˔ʶˋʺʶˊ˖ ʈˑʶ˙ʺˁʶ˄ʶˋ  

ʛʶˊ˕ ʌ˄ʺˇʺ˖ˀ 

Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Mother Church 
2226 Ventura Street -  Fresno, California  93721 

èùÏÓčùĉ èùąßč ï Parish Priest 
ÊĉÝ. Ć. ĄËéËõ Đéõó. æùăćËõÓËõ - Fr. Vahan Gosdanian 

E-mail:  dervahan@holytrinityfresno.org  (559) 492-3423 H (559) 260-6556 C 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Friday 9:00AM-5:00PM 

Church: (559) 486-1141   - FAX:  (559) 486-1939   

Sunday School (559) 486-0111  

www.holytrinityfresno.org   
 

Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America 
     His Eminence Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate            818-248-7737 

      Executive Council Representative - Deacon Mark Shirin            559-265-4326 
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Pastorôs 
Message 

The First 

Enlighteners 
ñGo and make disciples in all the nations, 

 baptizing them into the name of the Father, 

 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ò 

Mt. 28:19 
 

On the last Saturday of November, the Armenian Church commemo-

rated the Feast of Christôs two Apostles, Sts. Thaddeus and Bartholo-

mew, who were the first to bring the Light of Christ into Armenia. 

 

According to History, King Apkar of Armenia was the first faithful to 

accept Christianity. King Apkar was suffering from an incurable dis-

ease.  When he heard the name of Jesus frequently mentioned and of 

his miracles which were attested by all, he sent a message to him by a 

letter carrier in which he wrote, ñApkarus, King of Armenia, sends 

greeting to Jesus the excellent Savior, who has appeared in the borders 

of Jerusalem. I have heard the reports respecting You and Your cures 

as performed by You without medicines and without the use of herbs. 

For as it is said, You make the blind see again and the lame walk.  You 

clean the lepers, and You cast out impure spirits and demons. You heal 

those that are tormented by long disease, and You raise the dead. And 

hearing all these things of You, I concluded in my mind one of two 

things: either that You are God and having descended from heaven do 

these things, or You are the Son of God. Therefore, now I have written 

and beseech You to visit me and to heal the disease with which I am 

afflicted. I have, also, heard that the Jews murmur against You and are 

plotting to injure You; I have, however, a very small but noble state, 

which is sufficient for us both.ò 

 

When the letter carriers could not reach Jesus in Jerusalem, they asked 

apostle Philip to see Jesus; and, Philip told Andrew about it, and they 

went together and told Jesus. After reading King Apkarôs letter, Jesus 

sent him a letter saying. ñBlessed are you, O Apkar, who, without see-

ing, have believed in me. 
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ñFor it is written concerning me, that they who have seen me will not 

believe, that they who have not seen, may believe and live. But in re-

gard to what You have written, that I should come to you, it is neces-

sary that I should fulfill all things here, for which I have been sent. 

And after this fulfillment, thus to be received again by Him that sent 

me. And after I have been received up, I will send to you a certain one 

of my disciples, that he may heal your affliction, and give life to you 

and to those who are with you.ò 

     

After our Lordôs Ascension into heaven, St. Thaddeus went to Armenia 

and went to King Apkar. When he came, his nobles were present and 

stood around. Immediately on his entrance, something extraordinary 

appeared to King Apkar when he saw apostle Thaddeus, but all around 

were amazed; for they did not perceive the vision which appeared to 

King Apkar alone: he then asked King Apkar whether he were truly a 

disciple of Jesus the Son of God, who had said to him, I will send one 

of my disciples to you, who will heal your sickness, and will give life 

to you and to all your connections? And King Apkar replied, ñI believe 

in Him so much that I had resolved to take forces, in order to destroy 

those Jews who had crucified Him.ò St. Thaddeus replied, ñOur Lord 

and God, Jesus the Christ, have fulfilled the will of his Father, and hav-

ing fulfilled it, was taken up again to his Father.ò King Apkar said to 

him, ñI have believed both in Him and in His Father.ò 

      

Then St. Thaddeus said, ñTherefore, I place my hand upon you in the 

name of the same Lord Jesus.ò And this being done, he was immedi-

ately healed of the sickness and sufferings with which he was afflicted. 

Many of the same city were also healed by the same apostle, who per-

formed wonderful and great deeds and proclaimed the word of God. 

    

Prior to their martyrdom, Sts. Thaddeus and Bartholomew ordained 

many bishops, priests, and deacons to continue preaching the Gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in Armenia. 
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Message from the Board                     Varoujan Der Simonian, Chairman 

Our Generation  
 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of the centennial banquet committee co-chaired 

by Michelle Asadoorian and Leslee Minas, along with numerous dedicated 

church members, whose names were listed in the commemorative booklet, on 

November 1, 2014 we celebrated the 100th anniversary of the consecration of 

the sanctuary with style!  On behalf of Der Vahan and Board of Trustees,   

congratulations to all of you! 

  

I closed my remarks at the Banquet by recalling how a ñfew years ago, while 

conversing with a good friend about the future of the Armenian Church, the 

question came up of what would become of our next generation, where he 

said to me:  ñWhat next Generation?!  Talk about us as the Genera-

tion!ò  And with this, I challenged myself as I do my peers.ò  

 

In Ecclesiastes 2: 17-23, we read how concerned the Psalmist was about those 

who will follow and carry the fruits of his toil  ñébecause I must leave them 

to the one who comes after me. And who knows whether that person will be 

wise or foolish?ò  

  

If we are to preserve our church community and our traditional way of life, it 

is incumbent upon us to train and prepare ourselves in following the footsteps 

of our senior and experienced generation. These range from practicing our 

faith and attending church services, to cooking and serving for our social 

needs, and to educating ourselves of our cultural heritage.     
  

With this in mind, we have focused our efforts on our Sunday school children 

and Churchôs youth members in order to pass on the torch so that our Church 

can continue to thrive and serve the Lord.  

  

In Deuteronomy 11:18-19, we find the guidance and the wisdom that applies 

to us: ñFix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols 

on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, 

talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 

when you lie down and when you get up.ò   
  

The key is to go beyond simply talking about it or suggesting what we need to 

do, but actually practicing and in doing so, train others alongside. We are 

grateful to our Lord who has granted our parish with extensive knowledge and 

the ability to pass the torch to a wiser generation.  Let us join our resources in 

making this our collective priority and resolution for the New Year.    

  

With warmest regards on behalf of the Board of Trustees I wish all of you a 

Happy New Year! 
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Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church 

Christian Education Committee  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Space Theatre 

928 East Olive Avenue  Fresno, CA 93728  

 

Sunday Matinee   December 7, 2014 

Hors dôOeuvres & Wine Reception  

 

Silent Auction 1:00 p.m. 

Curtain at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Desserts & Coffee at Intermission  

 

Donation $20 

 

Call Patty at 559-591-2217 for tickets 



9 

              

 

 

 
ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ 

 
 

Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church 

Traditional Armenian Christmas Eve Dinner 

  

Monday, January 5, 2015, 7:00 p.m.  

 

Church Social Hall - after the Holy Badarak  

 

Menu:  Vartabed Soup, Fish, bulgur pilaf, and Vegetable Soufflé  

 

Tickets: $14 Adults, $7 for 12 and under 

Call 559-486-1141 for tickets 

 

Please either purchase your tickets in advance or RSVP no later 

than  

January 2, 2015.  Priority will be given on a first-come  basis. 
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Co-Chairs: Michelle Asadoorian, Leslee Minas, and MC, Ani Hovannisian 

Varoujan Der Simonian,  Chairman of the Holy Trinity Board of Trustees;        

His Eminence. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate of the Western Prelacy;   

Fr. Vahan Gosdanian, Holy Trinity Church Pastor; and  

Vahe Hovaguimian, Chairman of the Western Prelacy, Executive Council.    

Centennial Celebration Banquet 
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Those who attended the Centennial Celebration Banquet received  a 

beautifully crafted ornament illustrating our Church Sanctuary, as a 

souvenir. It was so well received that we have placed an additional 

order. These items will be available for purchase and pickup at the 

church    office during the week of December 15.  Each ornament will 

cost $12 and can be used as a keepsake, to decorate your gift boxes 

and or your Christmas trees.  

   Kevork Ajamian, Lauren Sarabian, Naira Shahsouvarian, and The Mazmanians  

Harout Pamboukjian entertaining the crowd 
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Internationally renowned soprano, Isabel Bayrakdarian mesmerized 

the Fresno community with her stunning performance  of Armenian sa-

cred and folk songs. The performance took place on Saturday, November 

8, 2014. Bayrakdarian was joined with the 40 member Coro Piccolo of 

the Fresno Community Chorus, and 60 member Fresno State Concert 

Choir. Dr. Anna Hamre of Fresno State University was the conductor for 

both groups. They were accompanied by a string quartet. Dr. Hamre 

magnetized the audience with her 105 participants, of which only 5 were 

Armenians, presenting our faith and culture in a magnificent perform-

ance. The reaction from the audience was phenomenal.  Dr. Bernie 

Karian remarked, ñCongratulations on a well executed and fantastic 

event last evening.ò "Exquisite! A most wonderful concert that we at-

tended,"  said Margaret Shirin, and added "it was the power of music at 

its best!"   "Last night was unbelievable!" wrote Melissa Pilavian, "I have 

goose bumps that wouldn't go away!"   The program, My Songs, My 

Heritage, unprecedented in its kind,  included works of Gomidas, Yek-

malian, Ganachian, Arutiunian and Kradjian. It was curated by Juno-

award-winning and Grammy-nominated Canadian-Armenian Pianist and 

Composer Serouj Kradjian.  Following the performance, a reception, CD 

signing and fellowship took place in a joyful atmosphere that lasted some 

two hours. This was one of the most eloquent ways of concluding our  

celebration by glorifying the Almighty for protecting our sanctuary for 

the past 100 years!  

The Grandiose Success of  
My Songs, My Heritage 
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Isabel Bayrakdarian, with composer Serouj 

Kradjian, and Dr. Anna Hamre, Conductor   

Isabel with Board members Mary 

Ekmalian, Barbara Mortanian, 

and Margaret Sahatdjian-Shirin.  

Michelle Tutelian, Robert Boro, Dr. Ishkhan Bayrakdarian.   Isabel with Sossie  

Djabrayan, Der Vahan and Yeretsgin Sossy Gosdanian and Serouj Kradjian.   


